Private 17487 Harry Oakley

8h Battalion East Lancashire Regiment

The Oakley family lived and worked in the Heath Town area near Wolverhampton, having moved
there from Sedgley in Staffordshire via short stays in Moxley and West Bromwich891nthey were

living in 22 Frederick Street, where the head of the house, James Henry Oakley (b.1858) was working
as an engineer/engine drivarthe nearby works They had eleven children, but only six survived
childhood Hannah (b.1880%liza (b.1882), Ada (b.1887),Annie (b.1888),Joseph(bh.1890) Harry

(b.1893)
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Both maps c. 1900/1905 when the Oakleys were living there.
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The whole area has been completed demolished and replaced with modern development. This include
FrederickStreetand the engineering works as shown above (Map of 1905 and modern satellite image).
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Sometime between 1901 and 1911 the Oakley family moved to Ellesmere Port. This was a growing
town with engineering jobs available especially, and hundreds migrated from Wolverhampton after the
ironworks relocated in the Port, becoming the MerseysideWorks. The adjacent factory,
Burnell s, had been there since the | ate 1800

The Oakley family moved into the new housing in 41 Dudley Street in the town, where even the street
were named after areas around Wolverhampton. James and hisisanw/hile all found work in the
Iron Works.
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By 1911,the children were grown yand only Harry and Joseph remained at home in Dudley Road.

In early 1915, Harry married Beatrice Elw@brn 15 July 1894yho lived in nearby 13 Oak Street.

(Both families were from the same area near Wolverhampton and probably knew each other before th
move to Ellesmere Port). Their daughter Dorothy Oakley was born on 16 September 1914.

The First World War had already commenced by this stageRavate 17487 Harrpakleyhad
enlistedwith the 8" Battalion East Lancashire RegiméXxfter trainingat Codfordtheyspent the

winter in billets in Bournemouth from November 19tvhen they became Divisional Troops with

25th Division. In March 1915 they transferred to the newly formed 112th Brigade, 37th Division at
Ludgershall and proceededBoulogne Franceon 1 August 1915concentrating near Tilques. They
went into action in e Battle of the Ancran late 1916 andni 1917 they fought in The First Battle of
the Scarpe, including the capture of Mond&yPreux, The Second Battle of the Scarpe and The Battle
of Arleux.



Battle of Arleux (28129 April 1917)

The principal objective of the attack was the need to sustain a supporting action tying down German
reserves to assist the French offensive against the plateau north of the Aisne traversed by the Chemir
des Dames.

At 04:25 on 28 April, British and Canadiaroops launched the main attack on a front of abooile3s

north of Monchyle-Preux. The battle continued for most of 28 and 29 April, with the Germans
delivering determined countattacks. The British positions at Gavrelle were attacked seven times
with strong forces and on each occasion the German thrust was repulsed with great loss by the 63rd
Division. The village of Arleuxen-Gohelle was captured by the 1st Canadian Division after-teand

hand fighting and the 2nd Division, made further progresisameighbourhood of Oppy, Greenland

Hill (37th Division) and between MoncHg-Preux and the Scarpe (12th Division).

It was during this battle thatarry was killed in action 088 April 1917 His body was never foundnd
he is recorded on the Bay 6n@hon the Arras Memorial, France.

British 18-pounder battery under German fire close to Monchyle-Preux, 24 April.
In the foreground is an advanced dressing station






